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PORTABLE COMPUTER CASE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 61/036,394 filed Mar. 13, 2008, for “Portable 
Computer Case,” which is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 61/053,468 filed May 15, 2008, for “Portable 
Computer Case,” which is incorporated herein by reference in 
its entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The disclosure relates generally to all carrying cases. In 
particular, the disclosure relates to carrying cases that provide 
convenient security Screening of an electronic device. Such as 
a computer disposed within the carrying case. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A more particular description will be rendered by reference 
to the appended drawing. Understanding that these drawings 
only provide information concerning typical embodiments of 
the cases disclosed herein and, as such, the drawings are not 
to be considered limiting of the scope of the disclosure, 
embodiments are described and explained with additional 
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying 
drawings, in which: 

FIGS. 1A-C are perspective views of one embodiment of a 
computer case. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a com 
puter case. 

FIGS. 3A-B are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a com 
puter case. 
FIGS.5A-B are perspective views of one embodiment of a 

computer case. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of one embodiment of a com 

puter case. 
FIGS. 7A-E are views of one embodiment of a computer 

CaSC. 

FIGS. 8A-D are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

FIGS. 9A-C are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

FIGS. 10A-E are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

FIGS. 11A-D are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

FIGS. 12A-D are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

FIGS. 13 A-B are views of one embodiment of a computer 
CaSC. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The presently preferred embodiments will be best under 
stood by reference to the drawings, wherein like parts are 
designated by like numerals throughout. It will be readily 
understood that the components, as generally described and 
illustrated in the figures herein, could be arranged and 
designed in a wide variety of different configurations. Thus, 
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2 
the following more detailed description of the embodiments 
of the apparatus is not intended to limit the scope as claimed, 
but is merely representative of presently preferred embodi 
ments. Specific examples are given to illustrate aspects of 
various embodiments, but those of skill in the relevant art(s) 
will understand that other examples may also fall within the 
meaning of the terms used, and hence, within the scope of one 
or more claims. 

Portable computers, such as laptop or notebook computers 
are very popular due to their transportability, allowing Such 
computers to be used in various places during and/or follow 
ing transport. To enhance transportability, portable comput 
ers are typically designed to minimize size and weight. Com 
puter cases are designed to transport portable computers and 
provide some degree of protection against impact. 
When traveling through airport security, it is the policy 

under the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) to 
remove portable computers from luggage, cases, and the like. 
Other scanning authorities may have similar requirements. 
Removal of the computers from the case removes obstruc 
tions and/or interference when screening the computer. As 
used herein, Screening and/or scanning refers to techniques of 
electromagnetic transmission to view the internal compo 
nents of a portable computer using, for example, an X-ray 
scanner or the like. The removal of a computer from the case 
is often inconvenient and Subjects the portable computer to 
increased risk of damage or loss. As airport screening often 
takes place in a crowded and busy environment, it would be 
advantageous to facilitate Screening for the portable com 
puter user. A carrying case may position the portable com 
puter within the case or partially within the case while still 
enabling effective screening of the portable computer. 

Referring to FIGS. 1A-C, views are shown of one embodi 
ment of a carrying case 100. The carrying case 100 is config 
ured to fold together in a “wallet” fashion to enable quick 
access and screening of contents. The carrying case 100 com 
prises a computer section 102 that includes a computer 
receiving area 104, into which a portable computer 106 is 
disposed. The computer receiving area includes a back panel 
(not shown), which may comprise any number of acceptable 
materials. The computer receiving area 104 may be defined 
by opposing edge cushions 108 that may contact and Support 
the computer 106. The opposing edge cushions 108 provide a 
buffer against impact and may be arranged in a variety of 
configurations. In one embodiment, the edge cushions 108 
may extend partially or entirely around a computer perimeter. 
The computer section 102 may further include first and 

second flap panels 110 that extend over the computer receiv 
ing area 104 and substantially cover a computer 106. The flap 
panels 110 may each include flap cushions 112 to rest against 
a computer 106 and protect against impact. 
The case 100 may further include a liquids section 130 that 

is coupled to and folds across the computer section 102. The 
liquids section 130 includes a back panel 132 that supports a 
clear case 134. The clear case 134 provides a container for 
appropriate sizes of liquids, gels, and the like. The clear case 
134 may be of an acceptable size for the TSA, such as one 
quart, and allows for quick and convenient visual inspection 
of the contents. The clear case 134 may comprise a material 
that accommodates Screening and is sufficiently transparent 
to allow for visual inspection. 
The liquids section 130 may further include an information 

panel 136, which is disposed on the back panel 132. The 
information panel 136 may list screening information to 
assista traveler in complying with the current Screening poli 
cies of the TSA (or other scanning authority). For example, 
the information panel 136 may list the individual size limits 
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for liquids and gels and the total limit for all liquids and gels. 
The information panel 136 may also include additional infor 
mation of interest to a traveler. When packing, the informa 
tion panel 136 is unfolded and prominently displayed to a 
traveler. 

The case 100 may further include a storage section 105 that 
is coupled to and folds across the computer section 102. The 
storage section 105 may be configured in a variety of shapes 
and sizes and provide space to accommodate desired objects. 

In operation, the computer case 100 may be quickly 
unfolded to expose the computer 106 and the clear case 134 
for visual inspection. After inspection, the computer case 100 
may be folded in a relatively simple manner to configure the 
case 100 for transport. Furthermore, the computer 106 may be 
screened through conventional techniques without obstruc 
tion. The back panel of the computer section 102 comprises a 
material that would not interfere with the screening process. 

Referring to FIG. 2, an alternative embodiment of a com 
puter case 200 is shown. The case 200 includes a computer 
section 202 with a computer panel 204 that receives a portable 
computer 206. The computer section 202 includes first and 
second opposing flap panels 208 that fold over the computer 
206. The computer 206 may be secured to the computer 
section 202 by one or more straps (not shown). The straps and 
the computer panel 204 comprise a material that does not 
interfere with the screening of the computer 206. 
The computer section 202 is coupled to first and second 

storage sections 220 and 222, which extend from opposing 
sides of the computer section 202. The storage sections 220 
and 222 provide space to receive desired objects andfold over 
the computer section 202. When assembled, the computer 
case 200, similar to the case 100, provides a compact and 
portable unit. The computer case 200 is easily unfolded to 
expose the computer 206. 

Referring to FIGS. 3A-B, an alternative embodiment of a 
computer case 300 is shown. The case 300 includes a pouch 
302 that receives, Supports, protects, and at least partially 
covers a portable computer 304. The pouch 302 may com 
prise any one of a number of materials and may include 
buffers to protect the computer 304. The case 300 may 
include a fastener 306 coupled to the pouch 302. When the 
portable computer 304 is disposed within the pouch 302, the 
fastener 306 may extend over the computer 304 and secure the 
computer 304 within the pouch. 
The case 300 further includes a retractable tether 310 that 

is coupled to the pouch 302 and to a computer lock 312. The 
computer lock 312 is secured to the computer 304 to ensure 
that the computer 304, tether 310, and pouch 302 all remain 
connected when the computer 304 is removed from the pouch 
302. The computer lock 312 may include a conventional lock 
and key assembly or biometric scanner, Such as a fingerprint 
scanner to unlock the tether 310 from the computer 304. In 
one embodiment, TSA agents may be provided with a master 
key to unlock the computer lock 312 and thereby facilitate 
inspection of the computer 304. The computer lock 312 may 
further include an alarm, such as a piezo alarm. If the com 
puter lock 312 is broken or forced, the alarm generates an 
audio or visual warning. 
The case 300 may further include a protective covering 320 

that partially covers the computer 304. In particular, the pro 
tective covering 320 covers the portion of the computer 304 
that remains exposed when the computer is nested within the 
pouch 302. The case 300 may further include additional 
pouches to store objects. 

In operation, the computer 304 may be quickly removed 
from the pouch 302 for scanning. When disengaged from the 
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4 
pouch 302, the computer 304 remains secured to the pouch 
302 for convenience and security. 

Referring to FIG. 4, an alternative embodiment of a com 
puter case 400 is shown. The computer case 400 comprises a 
computer section 402, which includes a base section 404 and 
a front panel 406. The base section 404 defines a recess 408 to 
receive the portable computer 410. The portable computer 
410 rests on the front panel 406 and may be secured to the 
front panel through one or more straps (not shown). Alterna 
tively, the portable computer 410 may be secured by friction 
to one or more cushions 412. 
The front panel 406 is coupled to the base section 404 and 

folds across the base section. Accordingly, closing the front 
panel 406 secures the computer 410 within the base section 
404, and opening the front panel 406 removes the portable 
computer 410 from the base section 404 and exposes the 
portable computer 410 for screening. The front panel 406 
comprises a material that does not interfere with the screening 
process. 
The case 400 may further include a liquids section 420 that 

is coupled to and folds across the computer section 402. The 
liquids section 420 includes a back panel 422 that Supports a 
clear case 424 similar to the clear case 134 described above. 
The liquids section 420 may further include an information 
panel 426, which is disposed on the back panel 422 and is 
similar to the information panel 136 described above. In the 
embodiments of FIGS. 1A-C and 4, a liquids section is dis 
closed, although the liquids section is optional. 

In one embodiment, the case 400 may include a transmitter 
450 to wirelessly transmit information relating to the com 
puter 410. The transmitter 450 would be approved for use by 
the TSA and would be compatible for interfacing with TSA 
equipment. The transmitter 450 may comprise a memory with 
an image of the scanned computer 410. Thus, the image is 
specific to the computer 410 model. If the computer is altered 
or customized, the image is then updated. The image is trans 
mitted from the case 400 to a TSA device with a suitable 
display. The transmitted image is compared to the present 
scan of the computer 410, as the computer is screened. The 
comparison of the transmitted image with the presently 
scanned image allows a TSA agent to confirm whether the 
computer 410 has been altered. The transmitter 450 may be 
configured using conventional techniques to transmit the 
desired image when needed. 
As can be appreciated, the transmitter 450 could be 

included in any of the cases 100-1300 disclosed herein and is 
not limited to only the embodiment of FIG. 4. 

Referring to FIGS. 5A-B, an alternative embodiment of a 
computer case 500 is shown. The computer case 500 com 
prises a computer section 502 that is coupled to a storage 
section 504. When the case 500 is in the closed configuration 
(shown in FIG. 5A), the computer storage section502 and the 
storage section 504 may be approximated to form a “clam 
shell type of configuration. As seen in FIG. 5B, the computer 
section 502 includes a recess 506 that is configured to receive 
a portable computer. The computer section 502 and storage 
section 504 may be pivotably connected to one another 
through use of a material, hinge, straps, or the like. When the 
case 500 is closed, the sections 502,504 abut one another. A 
closed case 500 may be secured through use of a conventional 
locking device 510 (e.g., latch). When the case 500 is opened, 
the section interiors are exposed and a computer disposed 
within the computer section 502 may be available for screen 
ing. The computer section 502 may comprise a material that 
does not interfere with screening. In this manner, a computer 
(not shown) may be screened by quickly removing the com 
puter from proximity to objects in a storage section. 
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Although not shown in FIG. 5, in some embodiments, an 
inner side of the computer section 502 may comprise a cover 
(not shown). The cover may be configured to cover a com 
puter (not shown) disposed within the recess 506. The cover 
may protect the computer from loss or damage during a 
screening process. The cover may be comprised of materials 
configured to allow a computer disposed within the case 500 
to be scanned without removing the cover and/or removing 
the computer from the case 500. In some embodiments, the 
cover may be substantially transparent to allow visual inspec 
tion of the contents of the recess 506. 

Referring to FIG. 6, an alternative embodiment of a com 
puter case 600 is shown, which comprises a base section 602 
and an extendable tray 604. The extendable tray 604 com 
prises a recess to receive, Support, and protect a portable 
computer 606. In a closed position, at least the majority of the 
extendable tray 604 rests within the base section 602. In an 
open position, the extendable tray 604 extends sufficiently 
from the base section 602 to expose the computer 606 for 
screening. The tray 604 may be configured to extend from a 
top, side, or bottom of the computer case 600. 

The tray 604 may comprise cushions to Support and protect 
the computer 606. The tray 604 may comprise a support panel 
upon which the computer 606 rests. The tray may also com 
prise first and second Support members that are connected to 
and disposed on opposing sides of the Support panel. The 
Support panel may comprise a material that does not interfere 
with the computer Screening process. Accordingly, during 
screening, a computer may be quickly and conveniently 
removed from proximity to other objects in the base section 
602 and from the base section 602 itself. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 6, the extendable tray support 
ing a portable computer may be defined as a computer sec 
tion. The tray extends or slides from the remainder of the 
computer case to remove the portable computer from the 
main body of the computer case. 

FIGS. 7A-E depict another embodiment of a computer case 
700 having a tri-fold configuration, which may comprise a 
first storage section 722, a second storage section 724, and a 
third storage section 726. The storage sections 722, 724, and 
726 may be foldably connected using foldable material, a 
hinge, straps, or the like and held in place by a fastener 702 
(e.g., the fastener 702 may maintain the case 700 in the folded 
configuration as depicted in FIG. 7A). The fastener 702 may 
comprise any fastening means known in the art including, but 
not limited to: a buckle, a button, a pin, a strap, VelcroR, a 
Zipper, or the like. The fastener 702 may further comprise 
locking means, such as a lock, a piezo alarm, a TSA approved 
luggage lock, or the like. The case 700 may be laid flat (e.g., 
unfolded) by releasing the fastener 702 and unfolding the first 
storage section 722 (as shown in FIG. 7C) and the third 
storage section 726 (as shown in FIG. 7D). 
A computer (not shown) may be disposed in one or more of 

the storage sections 722, 724, and/or 726. In the embodiment 
depicted in FIGS. 7A-E, the third storage section 726 may be 
adapted to hold a computer. The third storage section 726 may 
comprise padding 704 to protect the computer stored therein 
from damage. A cover 727 of the third storage section 726 
may be adapted to allow the computer stored therein to be 
scanned by a scanning device, such as an X-ray scanner or the 
like. In some embodiments, the cover 727 may be substan 
tially transparent or semi-transparent to allow a screener, Such 
as a TSA screener or other security personnel, to visually 
inspect the computer within the third storage section 726. 
The materials of the case 700, the third storage section 726, 

and/or the cover 727 may be adapted to allow for screening of 
a computer without removal of the computer from the third 
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6 
storage section 726. As such, the third section 726 and the 
covering 727 (and the rest of the case 700) may be comprised 
of materials that do not interfere with TSA screening proce 
dures and techniques (e.g., X-ray Scanners or the like). 
The case 700 may comprise a foldable container 730, 

which may be disposed between one or more of the storage 
sections 722, 724, and/or 726. The foldable container 730 
(e.g., pocket container) may comprise a pouch, foldout tray, 
or other foldable container type. The foldable container 730 
may comprise a plurality of panels connected by one or more 
deformable edges. The deformable edges may allow the fold 
able container 730 to transition from a folded configuration to 
an open, unfolded configuration as the case 700 is folded and 
unfolded, respectively. 
The foldable container 730 may be configured to fold 

between one or more of the storage sections 722, 724, and/or 
726 when the case is in the folded configuration (e.g., as 
shown in FIG. 7A) and/or when the storage sections proxi 
mate to the foldable container 730 (e.g., storage sections 724 
and 726) are in a folded configuration. 
When the case 700 is in the open, unfolded configuration 

and/or when the storage sections proximate to the foldable 
container 730 are open and unfolded (e.g., the storage sec 
tions 724 and 726), the foldable container 730 may be con 
figured to open (e.g., unfold) to form a container. When in the 
open, unfolded configuration, the container 730 may be con 
figured to receive one or more personal items 740, such as 
wallet, keys, change, a watch, or the like. The personal items 
740 may be items that the TSA (or other scanning authority) 
requires pass through a scanning device 750 during a security 
screening process. Alternatively, or in addition, the personal 
items 740 may comprise items that must be removed before a 
passenger may pass through a human Scanning device. Such 
as a metal detector or the like. 
As shown in FIG. 7E, the personal items 740 may be placed 

in the foldable container 730 to pass through a scanning 
device 750, such as an X-ray scanner or the like. As such, the 
foldable container 730 may be comprised of materials con 
figured to allow the personal items 740 disposed therein to be 
scanned by the scanning device 750 (e.g., the materials com 
prising the foldable container 730 may not interfere with the 
scanning device 750). 

In addition, the foldable container 730 may be comprised 
of materials that are configured to allow for Scanning of the 
contents of the storage sections 722 and 724 proximate to the 
foldable container 730 by the scanner 750 (e.g., the materials 
comprising the foldable container 730 may not interfere with 
the scanning of the storage sections 722 and/or 724). 
The foldable container 730 may be configured to allow for 

visual inspection of the personal items 740 disposed therein. 
As such, the container 730 may be open-ended, may be com 
prised of Substantially transparent materials, may be com 
prised of a mesh material (e.g., nylon mesh), may be com 
prised of sheer materials, or the like. In these embodiments, a 
TSA screener (not shown) may be able to view and/or screen 
the items 740 placed therein without removing the items 740 
from the foldable container 730. In addition, the materials 
comprising the foldable container 730 may be configured to 
allow for visual screening of the contents of the storage sec 
tions 724 and 722 (e.g., the foldable container 730 may be 
Substantially transparent). 

In some embodiments, the foldable container 730 may be 
configured to secure the items 740 disposed to prevent loss 
and/or theft of the items 740 during a screening process (e.g., 
as the case 700 passes through the scanner 750). As such, the 
foldable container 730 may comprise a cover (not shown) 
and/or means for securing the items 740 (not shown), Such as 
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a fastener, locking device, drawstring, alarm, or the like. The 
cover and/or means for securing the cover may be configured 
to allow for screening of the items 740 and/or the rest of the 
contents of the case 700 using the scanning device 750 (e.g., 
the cover and means for securing the cover may be comprised 
of materials that do not interfere with the operation of the 
scanning device 750). In addition, the cover and/or means for 
securing the cover may be configured to allow the contents 
740 thereof to be visually inspected (e.g., may be comprised 
of Substantially transparent materials, a mesh material, a 
sheer material, or the like). 

Although FIGS. 7D and 7E show the foldable container 
730 disposed in a center portion of the case 700, in other 
embodiments, the foldable container 730 may be disposed 
proximally to one of the sides of the case 700. When so 
disposed, the contents 740 of the foldable container 730 may 
be removed by tilting the case 700 to the side. When tilted, the 
foldable container 730 may be configured to allow the items 
740 to slide out of the foldable container 730 for easy 
removal. 

Although FIGS. 7D and 7E show a case 700 comprising a 
foldable container 730, the teaching of this disclosure may be 
applied to other container types. For example, a pocket con 
tainer (not shown) may be used to hold the personal items 
740. The pocket container may be disposed on an inner side of 
the case 700. For example, one of the storage sections 722 or 
724 may comprise a recessed pocket area (pocket container), 
into which the personal items 740 may be placed. The pocket 
container may be comprised of materials configured to allow 
the items 740 to be scanned by the scanning device 750 
without removing the items 740 form the pocket container. 
Alternatively, or in addition, the pocket container may be 
comprised of materials that are Substantially transparent to 
allow for visual inspection of the items 740. The pocket 
container may comprise means for securing the items 740 
therein (e.g., VelcroR), a Zipper, or the like). 

The case 700 may allow a user to quickly move through a 
screening process, such as TSA security Screening. A user 
may unfold the case 700 (e.g., as shown in FIGS. 7C and 7D). 
The unfolding may expose a computer (not shown) disposed 
within the case. In addition, the unfolding may cause the 
foldable pocket 730 to unfold into its open, unfolded configu 
ration. The user may place personal items 740 within the 
foldable container 730 and pass the case 700 through a 
screening device 750 (e.g., an X-ray Scanner) for screening 
without removing the computer (not shown) from the case 
700. 
As discussed above, the case 700 may comprise indicia 

(not shown) indicating that the case 700 complies with TSA 
scanning regulations (e.g., is configured to allow for scanning 
of the contents of the case 700). Examples of various indicia 
are provided and described in additional detail below. Screen 
ing personnel (e.g., TSA screeners) and/or a scanning device 
may detect the indicia and allow the case 700 to be screened 
using expedited procedures (e.g. allow screening of the case 
700 using the scanning device 750 without requiring the user 
to unpack the case 700). In this manner, a computer (not 
shown) and items 740 disposed within the case 700 may be 
quickly screened. 

FIGS. 8A-D depict another embodiment of a computer 
case 800. The computer case 800 may comprise a flap 810 
closable by a fastener812 (e.g., a Zipper, Velcro(R), or the like). 
As shown in FIG. 8B, the fastener 812 may be released to 
open the flap 810 thereby exposing an interior portion 814 of 
the case 800. 
A computer sleeve 804 may be slidably disposed in the 

interiorportion 814 of the case 800. The computer sleeve 804 
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8 
may be adapted to receive a computer (not shown). The com 
puter sleeve 804 may be padded to prevent damage to the 
computer. In some embodiments, the computer sleeve 804 
may comprise a cover 807 to protect the computer from 
scratching or other damage. The cover 807 may be comprised 
of materials configured to allow the computer to be scanned 
by a scanning device 850 without removing the computer 
from the cover 807 and/or sleeve 804. Accordingly, the cover 
807 and/or sleeve 804 may be comprised of materials adapted 
to avoid interference with the scanning device 850. 

Alternatively, or in addition, the cover 807 may be substan 
tially transparent and/or see-through to allow a screener or 
other security personnel to visually inspect and/or screen the 
computer without removing it from the cover 807 and/or 
computer sleeve 804. 

Although not shown in FIG. 8C, the computer sleeve 804 
may comprise a handle (not shown) disposed on an end 805 of 
the computer sleeve 804 to assist in the extraction of the 
computer sleeve 804 from the interior 814 of the case 800. 
As shown in FIG. 8D, the computer sleeve 804 may be 

attached to the case 800 by one or more straps 808. The straps 
808 may prevent the computer sleeve 804 from being sepa 
rated from the case 800. In some embodiments, the one or 
more straps 808 may be formed from an elastic material to 
assist in retracting the computer sleeve 804 back into the 
interior portion 814 of the case 800. 
When the computer sleeve 804 is extracted, the computer 

(not shown) disposed therein may be available for scanning 
by a scanning device 850. Such as an X-ray Scanner. In addi 
tion, as discussed above, the cover 807 may be comprised of 
a Substantially transparent material and/or comprised of 
materials designed to allow for visual inspection and/or scan 
ning of the computer without removing the computer from the 
cover 807 and/or sleeve 804. 

FIGS. 9A-C show another embodiment of a computer case 
900. The case 900 comprises a strap 901, which may be used 
to carry the case 900 (e.g., over a carrier's shoulder). The case 
900 comprises a flap 910, which may be used to provide 
access to an interior portion of 914 of the case 900. Although 
not shown in FIGS. 9A-C, the flap 910 may be secured in a 
closed configuration (e.g., in the configuration shown in FIG. 
9A) using fastening means (e.g., a latch, magnet, button, 
Velcro(R, or the like). 
As shown in FIG. 9C, a computer tray 904 may be slidably 

disposed within the interior portion 914 of the case 900. The 
computer tray 904 may be configured to securely receive a 
computer 906 and may comprise padding and/or a protective 
covering (not shown) to protect the computer 906 from 
scratching or other damage. 
The computertray904 may comprise a handle 905 to assist 

in the extraction of the computer tray 904 from the interior 
portion 914 of the case 900. The computer tray 904 may be 
secured to the case strap 901 via sliders 908A and 908B. The 
sliders 908A and 908B may be comprised of any material 
capable of sliding along the strap 901 (e.g., fabric, plastic, 
rubber, or the like). The sliders 908A and 908B may prevent 
the tray 904 from being separated from the case 900. Accord 
ingly, as the tray 904 is extracted from the interior 914 of the 
case 900, the sliders 908A and 908B may slide along the strap 
901, which may allow the computer 906 to exit the interior 
portion 914 of the case 900. 

Extraction of the computer tray 904 may allow the com 
puter 906 disposed within the computer tray 904 to be 
scanned by a scanning device (not shown). In addition, 
extraction of the tray 904 may allow the computer 906 to be 
visually inspected by Scanning personnel. In some embodi 
ments, the computer tray 904 may comprise a cover (not 



US 8,567,578 B2 

shown) to protect the computer 906 from scratching or other 
damage when extracted. The cover (not shown) may be com 
prised of materials configured to allow the computer 906 
disposed within the tray 904 and/or under the cover (not 
shown) to be scanned by a scanning device. Such as a TSA 
scanning device, X-ray device, or the like. In some embodi 
ments, the cover (not shown) may be substantially transparent 
and/or see-through to allow for visual inspection and/or 
screening of the computer 906 by security personnel without 
removal of the cover. 

FIGS. 10A-D depict an embodiment of a case 1000 con 
figured to allow a computer (not shown) stored therein to be 
quickly and conveniently scanned without removing the com 
puter from the case 1000. As shown in FIG. 10D, the case 
1000 comprises two foldably joined storage sections, a first 
storage section 1004 and a second storage section 1008. The 
first storage section 1004 may be pivotably and/or foldably 
joined to the second storage section 1008 by a deformable 
material, a hinge, straps, or the like. The case 1000 may be 
secured in a folded configuration by a fastener 1012 (the 
folded configuration of the case 1000 is shown in FIGS. 
10A-C). The fastener 1012 may comprise any fastening 
means known in the art including, but not limited to: a buckle, 
abutton, a pin, a strap, VelcroR, a Zipper, or the like. In some 
embodiments, the fastener 1012 may further include a secu 
rity device. Such as a lock, a piezo alarm, a TSA approved 
luggage lock, or the like. 
As shown in FIG. 10A-10E, the storage sections 1004 and 

1008 may comprise a respective inner side and outer side. The 
outer sides of the storage sections 1004 and 1008 may be 
exposed when the case 1000 is in the closed, folded configu 
ration (as shown in FIGS. 10A-10C). The inner sides 1005 
and 1009 of the storage sections 1004 and 1008 may be 
exposed when the case 1000 is in the open, unfolded configu 
ration (as shown in FIGS. 10D and 10E). 
As will be discussed below, the second storage section 

1008 may be adapted to receive a portable computer and the 
inner side 1009 of the second storage section 1009 may com 
prise a cover (e.g., the inner side 1009 may be a cover) to 
protect the computer from damage and/or loss during a 
Screening process. 
The fastener 1012 may be selectively releasable to allow 

the case 1000 to unfold into a flat, unfolded configuration 
(e.g., shown in FIGS. 10D and 10E). In the flat, unfolded 
configuration, the inner side 1005 of the first storage section 
1004 and the inner side 1009 of the second storage section 
1008 may be exposed. 
The first storage section 1004 may be adapted to receive 

accessories and other items (e.g., a computer power Supply, 
mouse, personal items, documents, and the like). The second 
storage section 1008 may be adapted to receive a portable 
computer (not shown). Such as a laptop computer, a notebook 
computer, a tablet computer, or the like. The second storage 
section 1008 may comprise a cover 1009 to protect the com 
puter (not shown) from loss and/or damage (e.g., Scratching) 
when the case 1000 is in the unfolded configuration. 

The cover 1009 may be comprised of materials configured 
to allow a computer (not shown) disposed within the second 
storage section 1008 to be scanned by a scanning device. Such 
as a TSA scanning device, an X-ray scanner or the like. 
Accordingly, a computer within the second storage section 
1008 may be scanned without removing the computer from 
the case 1000. 

In some embodiments, the cover 1009 may be configured 
to allow a computer (not shown) disposed within the second 
storage section 1008 to be visible by screening personnel. 
This may allow the portable computer within the case 1000 to 
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10 
be visually inspected and/or screened. In these embodiments, 
the cover 1009 may be substantially transparent (e.g., may be 
comprised of a Substantially transparent material. Such as 
plastic, Lexan R, or the like), may be comprised of a mesh 
material (e.g., nylon mesh or the like), may be comprised of a 
sheer material, or the like. 

In some embodiments, the cover 1009 may be removable to 
allow a computer (not shown) within the second storage sec 
tion 1008 to be accessed, removed, and/or inserted. The cover 
1009 may be secured to the second storage section 1008 via 
fastening means, such as a Zipper, VelcroR), buttons, or any 
other fastening means known in the art. 
When the case 1000 is placed in the flat, unfolded configu 

ration shown in FIGS. 10D and 10E, the case 1000 may allow 
for scanning of a computer (not shown) disposed in the sec 
ond storage section 1008 by a scanning device (not shown). In 
some embodiments, the cover 1009 comprising the inner side 
of the second storage section 1008 may allow the computer 
(not shown) to be visually scanned and/or inspected as part of 
a security Screening process. After screening, the case 1000 
may be returned to its folded configuration (e.g., shown in 
FIGS. 10A-10C), by folding the case 1000 and securing the 
fastener 1012. When in the folded configuration, the inner 
side 1005 of the first storage section 1004 may be approxi 
mated to the inner side 1009 of the second storage section 
10O8. 

FIG. 10E shows another embodiment of the case 1000. In 
the FIG.10E example, the case 1000 may comprise a foldable 
container (e.g., a pocket container) 1030 disposed between 
the first storage section 1004 and the second storage section 
1008 of the case 1000. 
When the case 1000 is in the folded configuration (e.g., as 

shown in FIGS. 10A-10C), the foldable container 1030 may 
be configured to fold between the first storage section 1004 
and the second storage section 1008. Accordingly, the fold 
able container 1030 may comprise a pocket container, pouch, 
foldout tray, or other foldable container type. The foldable 
container 1030 may comprise deformable (e.g., foldable) 
edges interconnecting a plurality of panels. The deformable 
edges may allow the foldable container 1030 to transition 
from a folded configuration to an open, unfolded configura 
tion as the case 1000 is folded and unfolded, respectively. 
When the case 1000 is in the unfolded configuration, the 

foldable container 1030 may be configured to open, forming 
a container. In the open, unfolded configuration, the foldable 
container 1030 may be capable of receiving one or more 
personal items 1040. Such as a wallet, keys, change, a cellular 
phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), and the like. The 
foldable container 1030 may be comprised of materials con 
figured to allow the personal items 1040 disposed therein to 
be scanned. Accordingly, the materials comprising the fold 
able container 1030 (as well as the second storage section 
1008) may not interfere with the scanning device (not shown). 

In other embodiments, the foldable container 1030 may 
comprise a container cover (not shown). The container cover 
may be adapted to secure the one or more personal items 1040 
within the foldable container 1030 and/or prevent the loss of 
the personal items 1040 from the foldable container 1040. 
Accordingly, the foldable container 1030 may comprise 
means for securing the cover in place and/or means for secur 
ing the items 1040 within the foldable container 1030 includ 
ing, but not limited to: a drawstring, a locking device, a piezo 
alarm, Velcro(R), a zipper, or the like. The cover and/or secur 
ing means may prevent removal and/or loss of the items 1040 
during the screening processes, while making the items avail 
able for security Screening (e.g., Scanning and/or visual 
inspection). 
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The cover (not shown) of the foldable container 1030 may 
be configured to allow the personal items 1040 to be scanned 
by a scanning device (e.g., using an X-ray scanner or the like). 
In Some embodiments, the container cover may be configured 
to allow for visual scanning and/or inspection of the items 
1040. As such, the foldable container 1030 and/or cover 
thereof may be comprised of Substantially transparent mate 
rials (e.g., plastic, Lexan R, or the like), may be comprised of 
a mesh material (e.g., nylon mesh or the like), and/or may be 
comprised of sheer material, or the like. 

Although FIG. 10E shows the foldable container 1030 
disposed in a centerportion of the case 1000, in other embodi 
ments, the foldable container 1030 may be disposed proxi 
mally to one of the sides of the case 1000. When so disposed, 
the contents 1040 of the foldable container 1030 may be 
removed by tilting the case 1000 to the side. When tilted, the 
foldable container 1030 may be configured to allow the con 
tents 1040 to slide out of the foldable container 1030 for easy 
removal. 

FIGS. 11A-D depict another embodiment of a case 1100, 
which may be configured to allow a computer 1106 stored 
therein to be quickly and conveniently scanned without 
removal of the computer 1106. 
The case 1100 may comprise two foldably joined sections, 

a first section 1104 and a second storage section 1108. The 
first section 1104 may be pivotably and/or foldably joined to 
the second storage section 1108 by a deformable material, a 
hinge, straps, or the like. 

The case 1100 may have a folded configuration (as shown 
in FIG. 11A) and a flat, unfolded configuration (shown in 
FIGS. 11C and 11D). A fastener 1112 may secure the case 
1100 in the folded configuration (e.g., as shown in FIG. 11A). 
The fastener 1112 may comprise any fastening means known 
in the art including, but not limited to: a buckle, abutton, a pin, 
a strap, VelcroR, a Zipper, or the like. In some embodiments, 
the fastener 1112 may further include a security device, such 
as a lock, a piezo alarm, a TSA approved luggage lock, or the 
like. 
As shown in FIGS. 11A-11D, the first section 1104 and the 

second storage section 1108 may join at a top end of the case 
1100 (e.g., proximate to the handle of the case). Accordingly, 
the case 1100 may transition from the folded configuration 
(shown in FIG. 11A) into the open, unfolded configuration 
(shown in FIGS. 11C and 11D), by releasing the fastener 
1112 and unfolding the storage sections 1104 and 1108 from 
the bottom of the case 1100 as shown in FIG. 11B. 

The first section 1104 may comprise an outer side and an 
inner side 1105. The second storage section 1108 may com 
prise an outer side and an inner side 1109. When the case is in 
the folded configuration, the inner side 1105 of the first sec 
tion 1104 may be approximated to the inner side 1109 of the 
second storage section 1108. 
The second storage section 1108 may be configured to 

receive a portable computer 1106. The inner side 1109 of the 
second storage section 1108 may comprise a cover, which 
may protect the computer 1106 from damage and/or loss 
during a screening process. 
The cover 1109 may be adapted to allow the computer 1106 

disposed in the case 1100 to be scanned by a scanning device 
(not shown) without removing the computer 1106 from the 
second storage section 1108 and/or without removal of the 
cover 1109. Accordingly, the cover 1109 (as well as the rest of 
the materials comprising the case 1100) may be comprised of 
materials configured to allow the computer 1106 and/or the 
other contents of the case 1100 to be scanned by a scanning 
device (e.g., the materials may be configured to avoid inter 
fering with the operation of the scanning device). 
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As shown in FIGS. 11C and 11D, in some embodiments, 

the cover 1109 may be substantially transparent to allow the 
computer 1106 to be visually inspected and/or screened by 
screening personnel. In the embodiments of FIGS. 11C and 
11D, the cover 1109 may be comprised of substantially trans 
parent materials, such as plastic, Lexan R, or the like. In other 
embodiments, the cover 1109 may be comprised of a material 
in a mesh configuration. Alternatively, or in addition, the 
material comprising the cover 1109 may be sheer, to allow the 
computer 1106 to be viewed through the cover 1109. 

FIG. 11D shows another embodiment of the case 1100. In 
the FIG. 11D example, the case 1100 comprises a foldable 
container (e.g., a pocket container) 1130 disposed between 
the first section 1104 and the second storage section 1108. 
When the case 1100 is in the folded configuration (e.g., as 

shown in FIG. 11A), the foldable container 1130 may be 
configured to fold between the first section 1104 and the 
second storage section 1108. Accordingly, the foldable con 
tainer 1130 may comprise a pocket container, pouch, foldout 
tray, or other foldable container type. The foldable container 
1130 may comprise a plurality of panels connected by one or 
more deformable edges. The deformable edges may allow the 
foldable container 1130 to transition from a folded configu 
ration to an open, unfolded configuration as the case 1100 is 
folded and unfolded, respectively. 
When the case 1100 is in the open, unfolded configuration 

shown in FIG. 11D, the foldable container 1130 may be 
configured to open, forming a container. In the open, unfolded 
configuration, the foldable container 1130 may be capable of 
receiving one or more items 1140 (e.g., a wallet, keys, coins, 
a cellular telephone, PDA, or the like). The foldable container 
1130 may be comprised of materials configured to allow the 
items 1140 disposed therein to be scanned by a scanning 
device (not shown). Accordingly, the materials comprising 
the foldable container 1130 (as well as the second storage 
section 1108) may be configured to avoid interfering with the 
operation of Scanning devices (e.g., X-ray scanners and the 
like). 

In other embodiments, the foldable container 1130 may 
comprise a container cover (not shown). The container cover 
may be adapted to secure the one or more items 1140 within 
the foldable container 1130 and/or prevent the loss of the 
items 1140. Accordingly, the foldable container 1130 may 
comprise means for securing the cover in place and/or means 
for securing the items 1140 within the foldable container 
1130 including, but not limited to: a drawstring, a locking 
device, a piezo alarm, VelcroR), a Zipper, or the like. The cover 
1130 and/or securing means (not shown) may prevent 
removal and/or loss of the items 1140 during the screening 
processes, while making the items 1140 available for security 
screening (e.g., available for Scanning by a scanning device 
and/or visual inspection). 
The cover (not shown) of the foldable container 1130 may 

be configured to allow the personal items 1140 to be scanned 
by a scanning device (e.g., using an X-ray scanner or the like). 
In some embodiments, the container cover may be configured 
to allow for visual scanning and/or inspection of the items 
1140. As such, the foldable container 1130 and/or cover 
thereof may be comprised of Substantially transparent mate 
rials (e.g., plastic, Lexan R, or the like), may be comprised of 
a mesh material (e.g., nylon mesh or the like), and/or may be 
comprised of sheer material, or the like. 

Although FIG. 11D shows the foldable container 1130 
disposed in a centerportion of the case 1100, in other embodi 
ments, the foldable container 1130 may be disposed proxi 
mally to one of the sides of the case 1100. When so disposed, 
the items 1140 within the foldable container 1130 may be 
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removed by tilting the case 1100 to a side. When so tilted, the 
foldable container 1130 may be configured to allow the items 
1140 to slide out of the foldable container 1130 for easy 
removal. 

FIGS. 12A-D depict another embodiment of a case 1200 
configured to allow a computer 1206 stored therein to be 
quickly and conveniently scanned without removing the com 
puter 1206. The case 1200 may comprise two foldably joined 
sections, a first section 1204 and a second storage section 
1208. The first section 1204 may be pivotably and/or foldably 
joined to the second storage section 1208 by a deformable 
material, a hinge, straps, or the like. 
The case 1200 may have a folded configuration (as shown 

in FIG. 12A) and a flat, unfolded configuration (shown in 
FIGS. 12C and 12D). A fastener 1212 may secure the case 
1200 in the folded configuration (e.g., as shown in FIG. 12A). 
The fastener 1212 may comprise any fastening means known 
in the art including, but not limited to: a buckle, abutton, a pin, 
a strap, VelcroR, a Zipper, or the like. In some embodiments, 
the fastener 1212 may further include a security device, such 
as a lock, a piezo alarm, a TSA approved luggage lock, or the 
like. 
As shown in FIGS. 12A-12D, the first section 1204 and the 

second storage section 1208 may join at a side end of the case 
1200. Accordingly, the case 1200 may transition from the 
folded configuration (shown in FIG. 12A) into the open, 
unfolded configuration (shown in FIGS. 12C and 12D), by 
laterally separating the storage sections 1204 and 1208 from 
a side of the case 1200 as shown in FIG. 12B. In some 
embodiments, a handle 1201 of the case 1200 may be sepa 
rable (e.g., as shown in FIGS. 12B-12D, one portion of the 
handle 1201 may be disposed on the first section 1204 and 
another portion of the handle 1201 may be disposed on the 
second storage section 1208). The separable handle 1201 may 
be used to assist a user in opening the case 1200 (e.g., as 
shown in FIG. 12B). 
The first section 1204 may comprise an outer side and an 

inner side 1205. The second storage section 1208 may com 
prise an outer side and an inner side 1209. When the case is in 
the folded configuration, the inner side 1205 of the first sec 
tion 1204 may be approximated to the inner side 1209 of the 
second storage section 1208. 
The second storage section 1208 may be configured to 

receive a portable computer 1206. The inner side 1209 of the 
second storage section 1208 may comprise a cover, which 
may protect the computer 1206 from damage and/or loss 
during a security Screening processes. 
The cover 1209 may be adapted to allow the computer 1206 

disposed in the case 1200 to be scanned by a scanning device 
(not shown) without removing the computer 1206 from the 
second storage section 1208 and/or without removing the 
cover 1209. Accordingly, the cover 1209 (as well as the rest of 
the materials comprising the case 1200) may be comprised of 
materials configured to allow the computer 1206 and the other 
contents of the case 1200 to be scanned by a scanning device 
(e.g., the materials may be configured to avoid interfering 
with the operation of the scanning device). 

In some embodiments, the cover 1209 may be substantially 
or partially transparent to allow a portion of the computer 
1206 to be visually inspected and/or screened by screening 
personnel. For instance, the cover 1209 may comprised of 
transparent materials, such as plastic, Lexan R, or the like. In 
other embodiments, the cover 1209 may be comprised of 
materials in a mesh configuration. Alternatively, or in addi 
tion, the materials comprising the cover 1209 may be sheer, to 
allow the computer 1206 to be viewed through the cover 
1209. 
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In the FIG. 12D embodiment, the cover 1209 may allow a 

portion of the computer 1206 to be seen. This may allow the 
visible portion of the computer 1206 to be visually inspected 
by screening personnel when the case 1200 is in the open, 
unfolded configuration even if the cover 1209 is comprised of 
non-transparent, opaque materials. 

FIG. 12D shows another embodiment of the case 1200, 
comprising a foldable container 1230 (e.g., a pocket con 
tainer) disposed between the first section 1204 and the second 
storage section 1208. 
When the case 1200 is in the folded configuration (e.g., as 

shown in FIG. 12A), the foldable container 1230 may be 
configured to fold between the first section 1204 and the 
second storage section 1208. Accordingly, the foldable con 
tainer 1230 may comprise a pocket container, pouch, foldout 
tray, or other foldable container type. The foldable container 
1230 may comprise a plurality of panels interconnected by 
one or more deformable edges (e.g., foldable edges). The 
deformable edges may allow the foldable container 1230 to 
transition from a folded configuration to an open, unfolded 
configuration as the case 1200 is folded and unfolded, respec 
tively. Alternatively, or in addition, the foldable container 
1230 may be substantially comprised of deformable materials 
(e.g., a mesh container or the like). In this configuration, 
portions of the foldable container 1230 may be anchored to 
the inner side 1205 and/or 1209 of the first Section 1204 
and/or second storage section, respectively. Accordingly, 
when the case 1200 is placed in the open, unfolded configu 
ration, the anchor points (not shown) of the foldable container 
1230 may cause the foldable container 1230 to expand, open 
ing to form the container shape depicted in FIG. 12D. 

In the open, unfolded configuration, the foldable container 
1230 may be capable of receiving one or more items 1240 
(e.g., including a wallet, keys, coins, a cellular telephone, or 
the like). The foldable container 1230 may be comprised of 
materials configured to allow the items 1240 disposed therein 
to be scanned by a scanning device (not shown). Accordingly, 
the materials comprising the foldable container 1230 (as well 
as the second storage section 1208) may be configured to 
avoid interfering with the operation of scanning devices. 

In some embodiments, the foldable container 1230 may 
comprise a container cover (not shown). The container cover 
may be adapted to secure the one or more items 1240 within 
the foldable container 1230 and/or prevent the loss of the 
items 1240 during screening. Accordingly, the foldable con 
tainer 1230 may comprise means for securing the cover in 
place and/or means for securing the items 1240 within the 
foldable container 1230 including, but not limited to: a draw 
string, a locking device, a piezo alarm, VelcroR), a Zipper, or 
the like. The cover and/or securing means may prevent 
removal and/or loss of the items 1240 during the screening 
processes, while making the items available for security 
Screening (e.g., Scanning and/or Visual inspection). 
The cover (not shown) of the foldable container 1230 may 

be configured to allow the items 1240 to be scanned by a 
scanning device. (e.g., using an X-ray scanner or the like). In 
Some embodiments, the container cover (not shown) may be 
configured to allow for visual scanning and/or inspection of 
the items 1240. As such, the foldable container 1230 and/or 
the cover thereof may be comprised of substantially transpar 
ent materials (e.g., plastic, Lexan R, or the like), may be 
comprised of a mesh material (e.g., nylon mesh or the like), 
and/or may be comprised of sheer material, or the like. 

Although FIG. 12D shows the foldable container 1230 
disposed in a centerportion of the case 1200, in other embodi 
ments, the foldable container 1230 may be disposed proxi 
mally to one of the sides of the case 1200. When so disposed, 
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the items 1240 within the foldable container 1230 may be 
quickly removed by tilting the case 1200 to a side. When so 
tilted, the foldable container 1230 may be configured to allow 
the items 1240 to slide out of the foldable container 1230 for 
easy removal. 

FIGS. 13 A-B show another embodiment of a computer 
case 1300. The computer case 1300 comprises a first section 
1304 and a second, computer storage section 1308. The first 
section 1304 and the second, computer storage section 1308 
may be foldably (pivotably) joined, allowing the computer 
case 1300 to have a folded configuration (shown in FIG.13A) 
and an open, unfolded configuration (shown in FIG. 13B). 
The first section 1304 and the second, computer storage sec 
tion 1308 of the computer case 1300 may be foldably joined 
through use of a deformable material, a hinge, one or more 
straps, or the like. 
A fastener 1312 may selectively maintain the computer 

case 1300 in the folded configuration shown in FIG. 13A. The 
fastener 1312 may comprise any fastening means known in 
the art including, but not limited to: a buckle, a button, a pin, 
a strap, VelcroR, a Zipper, or the like. In some embodiments, 
the fastener 1312 may further include a security device, such 
as a lock, a piezo alarm, a TSA approved luggage lock, or the 
like. 
The computer case 1300 may have a “clam-shell type 

configuration. However, those of skill in the art will recognize 
that other case configurations could be used under the teach 
ings of this disclosure. When in the closed configuration, the 
first storage section 1304 and the second, computer storage 
section 1308 are approximated as shown in FIG. 13A. As 
shown in FIG.13B, when in the open, unfolded configuration, 
the first section 1304 and the second, computer storage sec 
tion may be foldably (pivotably) separated, exposing an inner 
side 1305 of the first section and an inner side 1309 of the 
second, computer storage section 1308. Although FIGS. 
13 A-13B show the computer case 1300 pivoting from a top 
portion of the computer case 1300 (e.g., from a pivot point 
approximate to a handle of the computer case 1300), other 
pivot locations could be used under the teachings of this 
disclosure. Such as a bottom pivot and/or a side pivot. 
The computer case 1300 may comprise indicia 1320, 

which may be disposed on a portion of the computer case 
1300. The indicia 1320 may be used to indicate that the 
computer case 1300 complies with a standard of a scanning 
authority (e.g., allows the contents of the computer case 1300 
to be scanned by a scanning device (not shown) in use by the 
scanning authority). As shown in FIG. 13A, a portion of the 
indicia may be configured to be visible (e.g., visible to human 
scanning personnel). This may allow scanning personnel to 
use expedited scanning procedures on the computer case 
13OO. 

In some embodiments, a portion of the indicia 1320 may 
not be immediately visible to the naked eye (e.g., may be 
embedded within the indicia 1320 and/or the computer case 
1300). These portions of the indicia 1320 may be configured 
to be visible only through the use of a scanning device (e.g., 
an X-ray scanner). In some embodiments, the non-visible 
portions of the indicia 1320 may be used to verify and/or 
authenticate the authenticity of the indicia 1320. 

FIG. 13B shows another example of an indicia 1322 on a 
computer case 1300. The indicia 1322 may be disposed on the 
inner side 1309 of the second, computer storage section 1308. 
The indicia 1322 may indicate that the computer case 1300 
complies with a standard of a scanning authority. The indicia 
1322 may comprise visible and non-visible portions. In some 
embodiments, the indicia 1322 may comprise a non-visible 
portion of the indicia 1320, since the indicia 1322 may not be 
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visible by a human Scanner without opening the computer 
case 1300 and/or without scanning the computer case 1300 
using a scanning device. 
As will be described below, the indicia 1320 and/or 1322 

may comprise authentication means, such as a watermark, 
hologram, or other graphical information. These authentica 
tion means may allow a scanner to Verify the authenticity of 
the indicia 1320 and/or 1322. In some embodiments, the 
indicia 1320 and/or 1322 may comprise means for commu 
nicating data with Scanning personnel and/or computing 
equipment, such as a wireless transmitter, a data port (e.g., 
USB port, Firewire R port, or the like), a memory (e.g., a 
memory stick or other interface), interrogatable means. Such 
as an Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) tag, or the like. 
The data transmitted from the indicia 1320 and/or 1322 may 
comprise authentication information, such as a password, 
PIN, credential, or the like. Similarly, the indicia 1320 and/or 
1322 may comprise processing means (e.g., an embedded 
processor, an Application Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC), 
a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA), or the like). The 
processing means may be configured to provide authentica 
tion information, such as providing a digital signature, pro 
viding information relating to an owner of the computer case 
1300 (e.g., providing a photograph of the owner of the com 
puter case 1300), providing security information relating to 
the owner of the case (e.g., an OpenID(R) of the computer case 
1300 owner, CLEARR) expedited security enrollment infor 
mation, or the like), and so on. 
The computer case 1300 may be opened into the unfolded 

configuration by releasing the fastener 1312 as shown in FIG. 
13B. The inner side 1309 of the second, computer storage 
section 1308 may comprise a recess 1306. The recess 1306 
may be configured to receive a portable computer. Such as a 
laptop (not shown). The portable computer may be secured 
within the recess 1306 using retention member 1330, such as 
a cover (not shown), a strap, or other selective retention 
means (e.g., a friction fit, a lip on the recess 1306, webbing, 
one or more cords, or the like). In the FIG. 13B embodiment, 
the retention member may comprise a releasable strap 1330, 
which may be configured to secure a portable computer 
within the recess 1330. The releasable strap 1330 may be 
selectively connected to the computer case 1300 using a strap 
fastener 1332, which may comprise any fastening means 
known in the art including, but not limited to: buckle, abutton, 
a pin, a strap, VelcroR, a Zipper, or the like. In alternative 
embodiments, the strap retention member 1330 may com 
prise two or more parts, which may be selectively joined to 
secure a computer within the recess 1306 (e.g., by VelcroR, a 
buckle, or the like). 
The computer case 1300 may be comprised of materials 

configured to allow the computer (not shown) disposed 
within the recess 1306 to be scanned by a scanning device 
without removing the computer therefrom. In addition, the 
first section 1304 may be comprised of materials configured 
to allow the contents of the first section 1304 to be scanned by 
a scanning device without removing the items from the first 
Section 1304. 
The various embodiments of computer cases 100-1300 

disclosed herein include a computersection that pivots, folds, 
rotates, slides, extends, or otherwise separates from other 
sections of the computer case. In the embodiments of FIGS. 
1A-1C, 2, 4, 5A-B, 7A-7E, 10A-10E, and 13 A-13B, the 
computer section may be characterized as pivoting, folding, 
or rotating away from the othersections of the computer case. 
In these embodiments, the cases may comprise a foldable 
storage section foldably and/or pivotably joined to the case 
and/or to other portions of the case (e.g., other storage sec 
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tions of the like) by deformable material or fabric, a hinge, or 
other structure (e.g., straps or the like). 

In the embodiments of FIGS. 1A-C and 2, the computer 
section may be characterized as a base section of the com 
puter section. In the embodiment of FIG. 4, the portable 
computer may be characterized as folding out from a base 
portion of the computer case. In the embodiment of FIGS. 
7A-E and 10A-E, the portable computer storage section may 
be characterized as folding and/or pivoting away from the 
case to expose an inner side of the computer storage portion. 

In the FIGS. 3A-B, 8A-D, and 9A-C embodiments, the 
computer sections may be characterized as being slidably 
disposed with the respective cases 300, 800 and/or 900. In 
Some embodiments, the computersections and/or a computer 
disposed within the computer sections of the respective cases 
may be secured to the case using a security device, such as a 
lock, a piezo alarm, a TSA approved luggage lock, or the like. 
For example, in the embodiment of FIGS. 3A-3B, a portable 
computer is removed from a pouch 302, but remains con 
nected to the pouch 302 via a retractable tether 310. However, 
other structures may be used in the cases 300, 800 and/or 900 
to prevent the computer from being inadvertently separated 
from the case and/or stolen (e.g., a locking tether, security 
cable, or the like). 
As described above, each of the cases 100-1300 shown and 

described in this disclosure may be comprised of materials 
capable of being scanned by TSA scanning devices (e.g., 
X-ray Scanners or the like). As such, the materials comprising 
the cases 100-1300 may be configured to allow X-ray scan 
ners (or other scanner types) to scan items disposed within the 
cases 100-1300. As such, the materials selected for use in the 
cases 100-1300 may be adapted to prevent interference with 
scanning devices, such as X-ray Scanners and the like. 

In other embodiments, the cases 100-1300 discussed above 
may be comprised of a combination of materials. Some of the 
materials may be configured to allow for scanning by TSA 
scanning devices, while other materials comprising the cases 
100-1300 may not. In such embodiments, the materials com 
prising the portions of the cases 100-1300 adapted to receive 
a computer (e.g., the computer sleeves 804 and 904 of FIGS. 
8A-8D and 9A-9C, the storage sections 708 and 1008 of 
FIGS. 7A-7E and 10A-10E, and so on), may be comprised of 
materials configured to allow for Scanning by TSA scanning 
devices. However, other portions of the cases 100-1300 may 
not be configured to allow for Scanning. For example, a case 
100-1300 may comprise a shielded storage section, in which 
sensitive equipment may be stored. The shielded storage sec 
tion may shield the contents therefrom from electromagnetic 
interference, which may prevent conventional scanning 
devices from penetrating the section. As will be discussed 
below, in such embodiments, the case 100-1300 may com 
prise indicia indicating which portions of the case 100-1300 
are scannable, and which are not scannable. 

In some of the embodiments disclosed herein, the com 
puter case (e.g., cases 100-1300) may include an indicia 
showing that the case meets a security Screening regulation, 
standard, and/or guideline. Such as a TSA security Screening 
standard. Alternatively, the indicia may show that the case is 
endorsed and/or approved by a particular scanning authority, 
such as the TSA. The indicia may visually indicate compli 
ance with a particular standard and/or may transmit a signal 
indicative of such compliance (e.g., the indicia may comprise 
a Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) device capable of 
responding to radio frequency (RF) interrogation, a wireless 
transmitter, or the like). 

The indicia may include a transmitter to wirelessly trans 
mit information relating to the case 100-1300 and/or com 
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puter disposed within the case 100-1300 to a screener. The 
transmitter may be approved for use by the TSA or other 
screening authority and would be adapted to be compatible 
for interfacing with the equipment of the scanning authority. 
The transmitter may comprise a memory including an image 
of the scanned computer, identification information related to 
the computer and/or traveler in possession of the case 100 
1300, and the like. Accordingly, the memory may comprise 
identification means and/or Clear(R) registration information 
for the traveler. The contents of the transmitter memory may 
be customized and/or updated by the traveler. The informa 
tion may be transmitted from the case 100-1300 to screener 
equipment capable of receiving the transmitted data. The 
screening authority (e.g., TSA) may use the data to screen the 
passenger, Verify traveler eligibility for expedited Screening 
(e.g., under the Clear(R) program), verify the identity of the 
traveler (e.g., for check-in or other purposes), or the like. In 
addition, the transmitted information may comprise an image 
of a computer associated with the case 100-1300. The trans 
mitted image may be compared to an image obtained by 
scanning the case 100-1300, which may allow a screener to 
determine whether a computer disposed within the case 100 
1300 has been altered. The transmitter may be configured to 
transmit information using conventional techniques upon 
interrogation by another device (e.g., by a screening device). 
Alternatively, or in addition, the case 100-1300 may comprise 
input means to cause the transmitter to transmit the informa 
tion (e.g., a button or other input means). 

In one embodiment, the indicia may be comprised of mate 
rials that are primarily viewable only through use of electro 
magnetic screening devices, such as X-ray scanning devices. 
As such, the indicia may be hidden from the naked eye (e.g., 
disposed between panels of material and viewable through 
use of a screening device). Alternatively, or in addition, the 
indicia may be comprised of materials and/or marking means 
that are primarily visible only through the use of a scanning 
device (e.g., specially adapted ink, material pattern, or the 
like). 

In some embodiments, the indicia may comprise a combi 
nation of visible and scannable indicia. This may allow 
screener personnel to properly handle the case 100-1300. The 
scannable portion of the indicia may only be observed 
through the use of a scanning device. The scannable indicia 
may be used to verify the visible portion of the indicia. For 
example, the visible and scannable portions of the indicia 
may refer to one another (e.g., the indicia portions may com 
prise a similar image, text information, PIN, or the like). The 
use of visible and scannable indicia may prevent the indicia 
from being counterfeit and/or may provide some level of 
verification of the visible indicia. 

In some embodiments, the visual portion of the indicia may 
comprise a metal shape that is sewn within a panel, lining, or 
the like. The identifier may comprise a logo, symbol, or 
graphic that is easily viewed during screening. The identifier 
may be disposed in a location where it is likely to be viewed 
during screening. The Scannable portion of the indicia may be 
disposed in another portion of the case 100-1300. The inspec 
tion of the scannable indicia may allow a screener to verify the 
visible indicia provided on the case 100-1300. 
The various indicia embodiments discussed above may 

further include authentication means. The authentication 
means may allow a screening device (e.g., the screening 
device 750 of FIG. 7E) and/or screening personnel to verify 
that the case 100-1300 does in fact comply with a particular 
screening authority regulation, standard, and/or guideline as 
claimed by the indicia (e.g., verify that the case is compliant 
with and/or approved by the TSA or other security agency). 
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The authentication means may comprise a digital signature 
(e.g., a public key infrastructure (PKI) digital signature or the 
like) stored on a computer-readable media (e.g., an RFID tag, 
barcode, or the like), an image (e.g., a holographic image), a 
watermark, a password, a PIN, a challenge response, or any 
other authentication means known in the art. Accordingly, in 
Some embodiments, the authentication means of the indicia 
may comprise static authentication information accessible 
via a screenerand/or autonomously accessible via a screening 
device (e.g., as RFID information, a barcode, or the like). 

Alternatively, or in addition, the authentication means of 
the indicia may comprise a Smart card or similar device 
capable of producing and/or generating an authentication 
credential and/or of responding to an authentication chal 
lenge. In these embodiments, the authentication information 
may also serve to authenticate the traveler associated with the 
case 100-1300. The authentication information may be trans 
mitted to a screening device and/or a screener using a wireless 
transmitter. Alternatively, or in addition, the authentication 
information may be made available via a specially adapted 
data transfer port within the case 100-1300, such as a Univer 
sal Serial Bus (USB) interface, an IEEE 1394 interface 
(Firewire), or the like. 
The authentication information of the indicia may further 

include traveler identifying information. The traveler identi 
fying information may be used to tie a particular traveler to a 
particular case 100-1300 to prevent the theft and/or unautho 
rized use of the case 100-1300. Similarly, the information 
may tie a particular computing device to a particular case 
100-1300. Alternatively, or in addition, the authentication 
information may comprise Clear(R) registration information 
or other authenticating means to allow the traveler to access 
expedited security Screening procedures. 
As discussed above, some embodiments of the cases 100 

1300 of this disclosure may comprise portions that are not 
configured to be scanned by security Scanning devices (e.g., 
by an X-ray or other scanning device). For example, a portion 
of a case 100-1300 may be shielded to protect the contents 
thereof (e.g., to protect sensitive electronic devices, such as a 
camera, memory device, medial material, or the like). The 
portion of the case 100-1300 so shielded may be marked 
using a secondary indicia. The secondary indicia may indi 
cate which portion(s) of the case 100-1300 cannot be scanned 
using conventional scanning equipment. As discussed above, 
portions of the secondary indicia may be visible (e.g., a tag, 
badge, alternative color, or the like), and/or portions of the 
secondary indicia may be visible only upon use of Scanning 
equipment (e.g., the non-scannable portions of the case 100 
1300 may appear to have a label, watermark, or other feature 
upon scanning). In embodiments including a transmitter or 
other communication means, the communication means may 
indicate which portions of the case 100-1300 are scannable 
and which are not. 

It can be appreciated that the computer case may be embod 
ied as a shoulder-strapped case, backpack, wheeled luggage, 
briefcase, and other case configurations. All Such embodi 
ments may include one or more of the features disclosed 
above. The embodiments disclosed herein provide conve 
nient separation of a portable computer from other objects, 
devices, and the majority of a case to provide effective Secu 
rity Screening. It is anticipated that the embodiments will 
meet with TSA approval and be recognized by TSA agents as 
complying with all federal requirements. In addition, it is 
anticipated the embodiments disclosed herein may meet with 
and/or be adapted to meet requirements of other screening 
authorities. It will be obvious to those having skill in the art 
that many changes may be made to the details of the above 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

20 
described embodiments without departing from the underly 
ing principles of the invention. 

We claim: 
1. A bi-fold case to allow for convenient security Screening 

of a computer, comprising: 
a first storage section comprising a first outer side, a first 

inner side, a first proximal end, and a first distal end 
opposite the first proximal end, the first outer side, first 
inner side, first proximal end, and first distal end defin 
ing a first pouch with a first pouch opening and a first 
pouch fastener coupled to the first pouch opening and 
configured to only secure the first pouch opening, 
wherein the first outer and inner sides are configured to 
enable a scanning device to scan through the first outer 
and inner sides and Scan an interior of the first pouch, 
wherein the first storage section further comprises a 
third pouch including a third pouch opening, indepen 
dent of the first pouch opening, and a third fastener to 
only secure the third pouch opening; and 

a second storage section comprising a second outer side, a 
second inner side having a Surface area approximately 
equal to a surface area of the first inner side, a second 
proximal end, and a second distal end opposite the sec 
ond proximal end, the second storage section compris 
ing, 
a second pouch and the second storage section config 

ured without an additional pouch, the second pouch 
configured to receive a computer, wherein the second 
storage section and the second outer and inner sides 
are configured to enable a scanning device to scan 
through the second outer and inner sides and scan an 
interior of the second pouch and a computer disposed 
therein, and 

a second pouch fastener configured to Substantially 
enclose only the second pouch and thereby retain a 
computer therein, 

the second storage section foldably joined at the second 
proximal end to the first proximal end of the first storage 
section Such that the second proximal end and the first 
proximal end are coupled adjacent one another to form a 
hinge configured to enable a scanning device to Scan 
through the hinge, 

wherein the first and second inner sides are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated in an unfolded configuration, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage sec 
tion is removed from interfering with a scanner posi 
tioned above and below the second storage section to 
enable uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second 
pouch of the second storage section. 

2. The case of claim 1, further comprising a fastener to 
selectively secure the first storage section and the second 
storage section in the folded configuration. 

3. The case of claim 1, wherein the scanning device is an 
X-ray Scanner. 

4. The case of claim 1, wherein the inner side of the second 
pouch is configured to allow for visual inspection of a com 
puter disposed within the second pouch of the second storage 
section when second storage section is in the unfolded con 
figuration. 
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5. The case of claim 1, wherein the outer side of the second 
storage section is substantially opaque and the inner side of 
the second pouch comprises a Substantially transparent mate 
rial. 

6. The case of claim 5, wherein the inner side of the second 
pouch comprises a mesh material. 

7. The case of claim 1, further comprising a foldable con 
tainer disposed between the first storage section and the sec 
ond storage section. 

8. The case of claim 7, wherein the foldable container is 
configured to fold between the first storage section and the 
second storage section when the second storage section is in 
the folded configuration, and wherein the foldable container 
is configured to open to form a container when the second 
storage section is in the unfolded configuration. 

9. The case of claim 8, wherein the foldable container is 
configured to receive one or more personal items when the 
first storage section is in the unfolded configuration. 

10. The case of claim 9, wherein the foldable container is 
configured to allow the one or more personal items disposed 
therein to be scanned by the scanning device. 

11. The case of claim 9, wherein the foldable container is 
configured to allow the one or more personal items disposed 
therein to be visually inspected. 

12. The case of claim 1, wherein the inner side of the first 
storage section comprises a pocket container, and wherein the 
pocket container is configured to receive one or more per 
Sonal items and to allow the one or more personal items 
received therein to be scanned by a scanning device. 

13. The case of claim 1, further comprising indicia indicat 
ing the case complies with a standard of a scanning authority. 

14. The case of claim 13, wherein a portion of the indicia is 
visible. 

15. The case of claim 13, wherein the indicia is embedded 
in the case and only visible through the use of a scanning 
device. 

16. The case of claim 13, wherein the indicia comprises 
authentication means. 

17. A bi-fold computer case to allow for convenient secu 
rity Screening of a computer disposed therein, the bi-fold 
computer case having a folded and an unfolded configuration, 
the bi-fold computer case comprising: 

a first storage section comprising a first outer side, a first 
inner side, a first proximal end, and a first distal end 
opposite the first proximal end, the first outer side, first 
inner side, first proximal end, and first distal end defin 
ing a first pouch with a first pouch opening and a first 
pouch fastener coupled to the first pouch opening and 
configured to only secure the first pouch opening, 
wherein the first outer and inner sides are configured to 
enable a scanning device to scan through the first outer 
and inner sides and scan an interior of the first pouch, 
wherein the first storage section further comprises a 
third pouch coupled to the first outer side, the third 
pouch including a third pouch opening, independent of 
the first pouch opening, and a third fastener to only 
secure the third pouch opening; 

a second storage section comprising a second outer side, a 
second inner side, a second proximal end, and a second 
distal end opposite the second proximal end, the second 
section comprising a second pouch configured to receive 
a computer, the second storage section configured with 
out an additional pouch, wherein the second storage 
section and the second outer and inner sides are config 
ured to enable a scanning device to scan through the 
second outer and inner sides and scan an interior of the 
second pouch and a computer disposed therein, the sec 
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ond storage section foldably joined at the second proxi 
mal end to the first proximal end of the first storage 
section Such that the first and second proximal ends are 
coupled adjacent one another, the first and second proxi 
mal ends forming a hinge configured to enable a scan 
ning device to scan through the hinge, 

wherein in the folded configuration, the first inner side is 
approximated to the second inner side, and 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration; 

a fastener to selectively maintain the computer case in the 
folded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage sec 
tion is removed from interfering with a scanner posi 
tioned above and below the second storage section to 
enable uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second 
pouch of the second storage section. 

18. The bi-fold computer case of claim 17, wherein the 
scanning device is an X-ray scanner. 

19. The bi-fold computer case of claim 17, wherein the 
second outer side of the second storage section is Substan 
tially opaque and the second inner side of the second storage 
section includes a Substantially transparent material to allow 
a computer disposed within the second storage section to be 
visually inspected. 

20. The bi-fold computer case of claim 17, further com 
prising a foldable container, wherein the foldable container is 
configured to fold between the first and second inner sides 
when the computer case is in the folded configuration and to 
open to form a container disposed between the first and sec 
ond storage sections when the computer case is in the 
unfolded configuration, and wherein the foldable container is 
configured to receive one or more personal items when in the 
open configuration. 

21. A bi-fold computer case to allow for convenient secu 
rity Screening of a computer and having a folded configura 
tion and an unfolded configuration, the computer case com 
prising: 

a first storage panel comprising a first inner side, a first 
outer side, a first proximal end, and a first distal end 
opposite the first proximal end, the first inner side, first 
outer side, first proximal end, and first distal end defin 
ing a first pouch, the first distal end having a first pouch 
opening, wherein the first outer and inner sides are con 
figured to enable a scanning device to scan through the 
first outer and inner sides and scan an interior of the first 
pouch; 

a second storage panel comprising a second inner side, a 
second outer side, second proximal end, a second distal 
end opposite the second proximal end, and a second 
pouch and the second storage panel configured without 
an additional pouch, the second pouch configured to 
receive a computer, the second distal end including a 
sidewall with a second pouch opening disposed substan 
tially in the center of the sidewall, wherein the second 
storage panel and the second outer and inner sides are 
configured to enable a scanning device to scan through 
the second outer and inner sides and scan an interior of 
the second pouch and a computer disposed therein, the 
second storage panel foldably joined at the second 
proximal end to the first proximal end of the first storage 
panel Such that the first and second proximal ends are 
coupled adjacent one another to form a hinge configured 
to enable a scanning device to scan through the hinge, 
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wherein in the folded configuration of the foldable com 
puter case, the inner side of the first storage panel is 
approximated to the inner side of the second storage 
panel, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration; 

a fastener to selectively maintain the bi-fold computer case 
in the folded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage panels laid flat upon 
a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage panel 
is removed from interfering with a scanner positioned 
above and below the second storage panel to enable 
uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second pouch 
of the second storage panel, 

wherein the first pouch opening is disposed on the first 
storage panel and the second pouch opening is disposed 
on the second storage panel Such that when the case is in 
the unfolded configuration with the outer sides of both 
the first and second storage panels laid flat upon the same 
planar Surface, the first and second pouch openings are 
both oriented in a direction substantially parallel to the 
planar Surface. 

22. A bi-fold computer case, comprising: 
a first section comprising a first inner side, a first outer side, 

a first proximal end, and a first distal end opposite the 
first proximal end, the first inner side, first outer side, 
first proximal end, and first distal end defining a first 
pouch, the first distal end including a first pouch open 
ing, wherein the first outer and inner sides are configured 
to enable a scanning device to Scanthrough the first outer 
and inner sides and scan an interior of the first pouch; 

a second section comprising a second inner side having a 
Surface area approximately equal to a surface area of the 
first inner side, a second outer side, a second proximal 
end, a second distal end opposite the second proximal 
end, a first sidewall coupled to the second inner side and 
the second outer side, a second sidewall extending Sub 
stantially parallel to the first sidewall and coupled to the 
second inner side and the second outer side, a top wall 
disposed on the second distal end, a second pouch and 
the second section configured without an additional 
pouch, and a second pouch opening extending along the 
top wall and partially extending along the first and sec 
ond sidewalls, the second pouch configured to receive a 
computer, wherein the second section and the second 
outer and inner sides are configured to enable a scanning 
device to scan through the second outer and inner sides 
and scan an interior of the second pouch and a computer 
disposed therein, 

the first proximal end of the first section foldably joined to 
the second proximal end of the second section Such that 
the first and second proximal ends are coupled adjacent 
one another, to form a hinge configured to enable a 
Scanning device to Scan through the hinge, 

wherein in a folded configuration of the bi-fold computer 
case, the inner side of the first section is approximated to 
the inner side of the second section, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in an unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second sections laid flat upon a same 
planar Surface, an object in the first section is removed 
from interfering with a scanner positioned above and 
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below the second section to enable uninhibited Scanning 
of a computer in the second pouch of the second section, 

wherein the first pouch opening is disposed on the first 
section and the second pouch opening is disposed on the 
second section Such that when the case is in the unfolded 
configuration with the outer sides of both the first and 
second sections laid flat upon the same planar Surface, 
the first and second pouch openings are both oriented in 
a direction Substantially parallel to the planar Surface. 

23. The computer case of claim 22, further comprising 
indicia, non-unique to the computer case, wherein the indicia 
indicates that the computer case complies with a standard of 
a scanning authority. 

24. The computer case of claim 23, wherein a portion of the 
indicia is visible to scanning personnel. 

25. The computer case of claim 23, wherein the indicia is 
embedded in the case and is visible only through the use of a 
Scanning device. 

26. The computer case of claim 23, wherein the indicia 
comprises means for authenticating the indicia. 

27. The computer case of claim 22, wherein the second 
storage section comprises a retention member configured to 
secure the computer within the second pouch. 

28. A method for providing a bi-fold computer case, com 
prising: 

providing a first storage section including a first inner side, 
a first outer side, a proximal end, and a first distal end 
opposite the first proximal end, the first inner side, first 
outer side, first proximal end, and first distal end defin 
ing a first pouch including a first pouch opening and a 
first fastener to secure the first pouch opening, wherein 
the first outer and inner sides are configured to enable a 
Scanning device to Scanthrough the first outer and inner 
sides and scan an interior of the first pouch; 

providing a second storage section having a surface area 
approximately equal to a Surface area of the first storage 
section and including a second inner side, a second outer 
side, a second proximal end, and a second distal end 
opposite the second proximal end, the second storage 
section comprising a second pouch, the second distal 
end including a sidewall with a second pouch opening 
disposed substantially in the center of the sidewall and 
the second storage section configured without an addi 
tional pouch, the second pouch configured to receive a 
computer, wherein the second storage section and the 
second outer and inner sides are configured to enable a 
Scanning device to Scan through the second outer and 
inner sides and scan an interior of the second pouch and 
a computer disposed therein; 

foldably joining the first storage section to the second 
storage section at the first and second proximal ends to 
form a hinge configured to enable a scanning device to 
Scan through the hinge Such that the first and second 
proximal ends remain adjacent one another in both 
folded and unfolded configurations, wherein the second 
inner and outer sides are configured to allow the com 
puter secured within the second pouch to be scanned by 
a scanning device without removing the computer from 
the second pouch, 

wherein in the folded configuration of the bi-fold computer 
case, the inner side of the first storage section is approxi 
mated to the inner side of the second storage section, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
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a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage sec 
tion is removed from interfering with a scanner posi 
tioned above and below the second storage section to 
enable uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second 
pouch of the second storage section, 

wherein the first pouch opening is disposed on the first 
storage section and the second pouch opening is dis 
posed on the second storage section Such that when the 
case is in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
the same planar Surface, the first and second pouch open 
ings are both oriented in a direction Substantially parallel 
to the planar Surface. 

29. The method of claim 28, further comprising attaching a 
fastener to the first storage section and to the second storage 
section, wherein the fastener is configured to selectively 
secure the first storage section and the second storage section 
in the folded configuration. 

30. The method of claim 28, wherein the scanning device is 
an X-ray scanner. 

31. The method of claim 28, wherein the second inner side 
is configured to allow for visual inspection of the computer 
disposed within the second storage section. 

32. The method of claim 31, wherein the second outer side 
is opaque and the second inner side of the second pouch 
comprises a Substantially transparent material. 

33. The method of claim32, wherein the second inner side 
is comprised of a mesh material. 

34. The method of claim 28, further comprising attaching a 
foldable container to the first storage section and to the second 
storage section, wherein the foldable container is configured 
to fold between the first storage section and the second stor 
age section when the first storage section and the second 
storage section are in the folded configuration, and wherein 
the foldable container is configured to open to form a con 
tainer when the first storage section and the second storage 
section are in the unfolded configuration. 

35. The method of claim34, wherein the foldable container 
is configured to receive one or more personal items when the 
first storage section and the second storage section are in the 
unfolded configuration. 

36. The method of claim35, wherein the foldable container 
is configured to allow the one or more personal items dis 
posed therein to be scanned by the scanning device. 

37. The method of claim35, wherein the foldable container 
is configured to allow the one or more personal items dis 
posed therein to be visually inspected. 

38. The method of claim 28, further comprising attaching 
indicia to the computer case, wherein the indicia is non 
unique to the computer case and indicates that the computer 
case complies with a standard of a scanning authority. 

39. The method of claim 38, wherein a portion of the 
indicia is visible. 

40. The method of claim 38, wherein the indicia is embed 
ded in the computer case and is only visible through the use of 
a scanning device. 

41. The method of claim 38, further comprising including 
an authentication credential in the indicia. 

42. A method for manufacturing a bi-fold computer case, 
comprising: 

providing a first storage section including a first inner side, 
a first outer side, a proximal end, and a first distal end 
opposite the first proximal end, the first inner side, first 
outer side, first proximal end, and first distal end defin 
ing a first pouch including a first pouch opening and a 
first fastener to secure the first pouch opening, wherein 
the first outer and inner sides are configured to enable a 
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Scanning device to Scanthrough the first outer and inner 
sides and Scan an interior of the first pouch, wherein the 
first storage section further comprises a third pouch 
including a third pouch opening, independent of the first 
pouch opening, and a third fastener to only secure the 
third pouch opening; 

providing a second storage section including a second 
inner side, a second outer side, a second proximal end, 
and a second distal end opposite the second proximal 
end, the second storage section comprising a second 
pouch and the second storage section configured without 
an additional pouch, the second pouch configured to 
receive a computer, wherein the second storage section 
and the second outer and inner sides are configured to 
enable a scanning device to scan through the second 
outer and inner sides and scan an interior of the second 
pouch and a computer disposed therein, 

foldably attaching the first proximal end of the first storage 
section to the second proximal end of the second storage 
section to form a hinge configured to enable a scanning 
device to scan through the hinge, 

wherein in a folded configuration of the bi-fold computer 
case, the inner side of the first storage section is approxi 
mated to the inner side of the second storage section, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in an unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage sec 
tion is removed from interfering with a scanner posi 
tioned above and below the second storage section to 
enable uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second 
pouch of the second storage section. 

43. The case of claim 1, wherein the case is configured as a 
backpack and further comprising first and second shoulder 
straps coupled to the first outer side of the first storage section, 
the first and second straps configured to receive a user's 
shoulders to support the case. 

44. The case of claim 1, wherein the case is configured as a 
backpack and further comprising first and second shoulder 
straps coupled to the second outer side of the second storage 
section, the first and second straps configured to receive a 
user's shoulders to Support the case. 

45. The case of claim 1, further comprising a handle 
coupled to the hinge and configured to Support the case. 

46. The case of claim 1, further comprising: 
a first handle coupled to the first distal end of the first 

storage section; and 
a second handle coupled to the second distal end of the 

second storage section, wherein in the folded configu 
ration the first and second handles are disposed adjacent 
each other. 

47. The case of claim 1, wherein the second storage section 
comprises: 

a first cushion disposed on an interior side of the second 
pouch, and 

a second cushion disposed on an opposing interior side of 
the second pouch, the first and second cushions config 
ured to enable a scanning device to scanthrough the first 
and second cushions. 

48. The computer case of claim 21, wherein the first pouch 
opening and the second pouch opening are accessible to a user 
in the folded configuration. 

49. The computer case of claim 21, wherein the first pouch 
opening and the second pouch opening are accessible to a user 
in the folded configuration. 
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50. A bi-fold case to allow for convenient security screen 
ing of a computer, comprising: 

a first storage section comprising, 
a first outer side, 
a first inner side, 
a first proximal end, 
a first distal end opposite the first proximal end, 
a first pouch including a first opening and a first fastener, 

wherein the first outer and inner sides are configured to 
enable a scanning device to scan through the first outer 
and inner sides and scan an interior of the first pouch, 
and 

a third pouch coupled to the first outer side and including a 
third pouch opening independent of the first pouch open 
ing and a third fastener to only secure the third pouch 
opening; and 

a second storage section comprising, 
a second outer side, 
a second inner side having a Surface area approximately 

equal to a surface area of the first inner side, 
a second proximal end, and 
a second distal end opposite the second proximal end, 

the second storage section comprising, 
a second pouch including a second opening and coupled 

to the second inner side, and the second storage sec 
tion configured without an additional pouch, the sec 
ond pouch configured to receive a computer, 

wherein the second storage section and the second outer 
and inner sides are configured to enable a scanning 
device to scan through the second outer and inner sides 
and scan an interior of the second pouch and a computer 
disposed therein, and 

wherein the second storage section is foldably joined at the 
second proximal end to the first proximal end of the first 
storage section Such that the second proximal end and 
the first proximal end are coupled adjacent one another 
to form a hinge configured to enable a scanning device to 
Scan through the hinge, 

wherein the first inner side and the second pouch are dis 
posed adjacent one another in the folded configuration 
and separated in an unfolded configuration, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage sec 
tion is removed from interfering with a scanner posi 
tioned above and below the second storage section to 
enable uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second 
pouch of the second storage section. 

51. The case of claim 50, wherein the second opening is 
disposed on the second storage section Such that when the 
case is in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides of 
both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon the 
same planar Surface, the second opening is oriented in a 
direction Substantially parallel to the planar Surface. 

52. The case of claim 50, wherein the second pouch 
extends less than a length of the second inner side. 

53. The case of claim 50, wherein the second storage sec 
tion further includes a strap member extending over the sec 
ond opening. 

54. A bi-fold case to allow for convenient security screen 
ing of a computer, comprising: 

a first storage section comprising, 
a first outer side, 
a first inner side, 
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a first proximal end, 
a first distal end opposite the first proximal end, and 
a first pouch including a first opening and a first fastener, 

wherein the first outer and inner sides are configured to 
enable a scanning device to scan through the first outer 
and inner sides and scan an interior of the first pouch; 
and 

a second storage section comprising, 
a second outer side, 
a second inner side having a Surface area approximately 

equal to a surface area of the first inner side, 
a second proximal end, and 
a second distal end opposite the second proximal end, 

the second storage section comprising, 
a second pouch including a second opening and coupled 

to the second inner side, and the second storage sec 
tion configured without an additional pouch, the sec 
ond pouch extending less than a length of the second 
inner side, the second pouch configured to receive a 
computer, 

wherein the second storage section and the second outer 
and inner sides are configured to enable a scanning 
device to Scan through the second outer and inner sides 
and scan an interior of the second pouch and a computer 
disposed therein, and 

wherein the second storage section is foldably joined at the 
second proximal end to the first proximal end of the first 
storage section Such that the second proximal end and 
the first proximal end are coupled adjacent one another 
to form a hinge configured to enable a scanning device to 
Scan through the hinge, 

wherein the first inner side and the second pouch are dis 
posed adjacent one another in the folded configuration 
and separated in an unfolded configuration, 

wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 
cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon 
a same planar Surface, an object in the first storage sec 
tion is removed from interfering with a scanner posi 
tioned above and below the second storage section to 
enable uninhibited Scanning of a computer in the second 
pouch of the second storage section. 

55. The case of claim 54, wherein the second opening is 
disposed on the second storage section Such that when the 
case is in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides of 
both the first and second storage sections laid flat upon the 
same planar Surface, the second opening is oriented in a 
direction Substantially parallel to the planar Surface. 

56. The case of claim 54, wherein the second storage sec 
tion further includes a strap member extending over the sec 
ond opening. 

57. A bi-fold computer case to allow for convenient secu 
rity Screening of a computer and having a folded configura 
tion and an unfolded configuration, the computer case com 
prising: 

a first storage section comprising, 
a first inner side, 
a first outer side, 
a first proximal end, 
a first distal end opposite the first proximal end, 
a first pouch, and 
a first pouch opening disposed on the first distal end and 

in communication with the first pouch, 
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wherein the first outer and inner sides are configured to 
enable a scanning device to scan through the first outer 
and inner sides and scan an interior of the first pouch; 

a second storage section comprising, 
a second inner side, 
a second outer side, 
second proximal end, 
a second distal end opposite the second proximal end, 
a second pouch configured to receive a computer and the 

second storage panel configured without an addi 
tional pouch, and 

a second pouch opening at least partially disposed on the 
second distal end and in communication with the sec 
ond pouch, 

wherein the second storage panel and the second outer and 
inner sides are configured to enable a scanning device to 
Scan through the second outer and inner sides and scan 
an interior of the second pouch and a computer disposed 
therein, the second storage panel foldably joined at the 
second proximal end to the first proximal end of the first 
storage panel such that the first and second proximal 
ends are coupled adjacent one another to form a hinge 
configured to enable a scanning device to scan through 
the hinge, 
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wherein the first and second distal ends are disposed adja 

cent one another in the folded configuration and sepa 
rated from one another in the unfolded configuration, 

wherein in the folded configuration of the foldable com 
puter case, the inner side of the first storage section is 
approximated to the inner side of the second storage 
section and the first pouch opening and the second pouch 
opening are configured to be accessible to a user, 

wherein in the unfolded configuration with the outer sides 
of both the first and second storage panels laid flat upon 
a same planar surface, an object in the first storage panel 
is removed from interfering with a scanner positioned 
above and below the second storage panel to enable 
uninhibited scanning of a computer in the second pouch 
of the second storage panel. 

wherein the first pouch opening is disposed on the first 
storage panel and the second pouch opening is disposed 
on the second storage panel such that when the case is in 
the unfolded configuration with the outer sides of both 
the first and second storage panels laid flat upon the same 
planar surface, the first and second pouch openings are 
both oriented in a direction substantially parallel to the 
planar surface. 


